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THE LORD IS WITH THEE 
The Archangel Gabriel, sent to our earth to proclaim the mystery of God and also to explain it, says to the Virgin Mary: ‘The Lord is with you.’ In Holy Mass, the Priest addresses the people with this greeting three times: at the beginning before the penitential rite, in the middle of the Mass before the preface, and at the end before the final blessing. However, he does not say: ‘The Lord is with you, people of God, his holy assembly, his community gathered for the celebration of the holy mysteries.’ Instead, he says: ‘The Lord be with you.’ This is a wish, a prayer, an invocation. However, it is not a reality, a certainty, a way of being, a state of the Christian. 
With the Virgin Mary, it is truth, certainty, her particular state, her life. God is with Mary. The Lord is with Her. She lives with the Lord. The Lord lives with Her. He lives in Her and through Her. He lives in her heart, in her mind, in her body, in her thoughts, desires, feelings, will, aspirations, plans. God is for the Virgin Mary the breath of eternal life, the breath of everlasting salvation, the lifeblood of daily spiritual growth, the water that always quenches her thirst for truth, righteousness and higher holiness. It is as if God had emptied the Virgin Mary of Herself to fill Her with Himself. This gift from God to Her was made possible, and continues to be made possible every day, thanks to her immense, lofty and profound humility. With us, however, God is not. He is only apparently so. We walk with our own will, we think with our own thoughts, we love with our own hearts, we decide with our own feelings. On the other hand, the Virgin Mary walks with God's will, thinks with His mind, loves with His heart, decides with the feelings of her Lord. This is the true virginity of Mary: to keep nothing of her body, her soul, her mind, her desires for herself. To give nothing that belongs to Her to others. Everything about Her, from the first moment of her conception to the moment of her passing into Heaven, belonged entirely to God. Not even the smallest part of Herself was kept for herself or given to others. All, always, entirely God's. Always, wholly, a virgin for her Lord. We are not with God. We hope to be. We pray to become so. But we must confess that we are with ourselves, for ourselves.
God is with us when we allow Him to be the mind of our mind, the heart of our heart, the blood of our blood, the breath of our breath, the body of our body, the life of our life, the nature of our nature. This happened in the Virgin Mary. The Apocalypse shows Her clothed with the sun, that is, entirely enveloped by God. God is her garment. To clothe God is to become like God. Not out of arrogance, pride, vainglory, exaltation, or temptation. The Virgin Mary became like God through supreme humility, through the annihilation of her being and her life. In Her, Satan's words are fulfilled: “Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the LORD God had made. The serpent asked the woman, "Did God really tell you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?" The woman answered the serpent: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, 'You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.'" But the serpent said to the woman: "You certainly will not die! No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and what is bad." (Gn 3,1-5). But not as Satan intended, but as the Lord had planned from eternity: not through rebellion, transgression, pride and insubordination, but through humility, obedience, submission to the Lord, and total virginity. 
We are not like Ananias and Sapphira either. They gave the Lord's community half the price they received for the field they sold, deceiving the Holy Spirit: “A man named Ananias, however, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property. He retained for himself, with his wife's knowledge, some of the purchase price, took the remainder, and put it at the feet of the apostles. But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart so that you lied to the holy Spirit and retained part of the price of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain yours? And when it was sold, was it not still under your control? Why did you contrive this deed? You have lied not to human beings, but to God." When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last, and great fear came upon all who heard of it. The young men came and wrapped him up, then carried him out and buried him. After an interval of about three hours, his wife came in, unaware of what had happened. Peter said to her, "Tell me, did you sell the land for this amount?" She answered, "Yes, for that amount." Then Peter said to her, "Why did you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen, the footsteps of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out." At once, she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men entered they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. (Act 5,1-11). The Virgin Mary is even more than the poor widow. She has given everything She had to live: “He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd put money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow also came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, "Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood." (Mk 12.41-44).  The Virgin Mary gave her whole body, soul, spirit and heart to the Father. Her every thought was the Lord's thought. Her every desire was the Lord's desire. Everything in Her was always the Lord's. When You came among us, You asked us this: 'To be entirely of the Gospel, for the Gospel. To belong entirely to the Church for the Church. To belong to the Holy Spirit for the mission of evangelisation. Instead, we have lived only a few moments of our lives obeying your command of love. Then we did not imitate You. We took what was ours and pretended to serve You. You did not love our pretence and abandoned us to ourselves. We all know the end. Now, Holy Mother, we ask You for a grace. Obtain for us from the Holy Spirit that we may be entirely and always of the Lord.                                                         09 November 2025
